XI
AMIEL'S LOVE STORY

IT is common knowledge that hitherto but a fraction
of the whole of AmieTs Journal has been published.
The original manuscript, now in the care and control
of M. Bernard Bouvier, contains 16,900 pages. Recently
M. Bouvier published three further volumes of selections;
now he, with the collaboration of M. Edmond Jaloux
and M. Charles Du Bos, has given to the world yet
another substantial volume, of cardinal interest to lovers
or students of Amiel.1 It consists of those portions of the
Journal which deal with AmieFs relations to women, and
chiefly to one particular woman, whom Amiel discreetly
named Philine, or X, or Hg. Amiel met her, after some
correspondence, in 1859, and for the ensuing twelve
years their relations were extremely intimate, though
not in the cant sense of the common phrase. Philine
became AmieFs lover on one sole occasion, in October
1860, the only occasion when Amiel had experience of
physical love. But for many years he was on the brink,
or what he supposed to be the brink, of marrying her.
He withdrew his timid foot, and died as he had lived,
celibate.

M. Jaloux, in his admirable introduction, gives us
some of Philine's letters to Amiel. They are unmistak-
able evidence of a passionate devotion to him. Philine
was a young widow who had endured a painful past;
moreover, according to the rigid classifications of the
Genevan bourgeoisie^ she was not quite AmieFs social
equal. This was one of the excuses he seized upon to
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